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SYNERGY — RENEWABLE ENERGY 

658. Mrs R.M.J. CLARKE to the Minister for Energy: 
I refer to this government’s commitment to supporting employment in renewable energy and its commitment to 
creating jobs in regional Western Australia. How does Synergy’s investment in renewable energy projects in the 
midwest deliver on this commitment? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 

I thank the member for that very good question. Members will certainly have seen in newspaper reports that 
Daniel Mercer, to his credit, got a lot of detail about a cabinet decision made on Monday and duly reported it, as 
all mischievous journalists do. However, the detail was correct, and I made some comments accordingly. If I can, 
I will give a quick outline. Obviously, our Large-scale Renewable Energy Target obligation, as set by former 
Prime Minister Tony Abbott, requires the nation to come up with around 33 gigawatts of renewable energy by 
2020. Of course, we in Western Australia have an obligation to play our part in respect of the provision of 
renewable energy. To be frank with members, in terms of large-scale renewable energy we are very much 
underdone in WA compared with most other states in the nation, and we have not, through Synergy, made the 
decision we need to make in respect of our obligation for the provision of large-scale renewable energy. 

On Monday the cabinet made a decision to partner with the private sector to deliver on our LRET obligations by 
2020 to ensure that we do not have to pay the penalty we would otherwise have to pay. That means that a vehicle 
will be created and we will carry two assets—the Albany wind farm and the Greenough River solar farm—into 
that vehicle, which will effectively be our equity and, of course, the right to develop the Warradarge wind farm. 
As the Leader of the Opposition no doubt knows, the Warradarge wind farm is generally considered probably the 
best — 

Dr M.D. Nahan: It’s owned by Synergy. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: That is right; it is already owned by Synergy, which is why it is a good fiscal decision, as the 
Leader of the Opposition no doubt knows. The Warradarge wind farm is considered to comfortably be the best 
renewable prospect in Western Australia and it will produce renewable power to Western Australians at the 
cheapest possible rate, and that is what I was interested in doing—ensuring that Synergy consumers have the 
smallest impact in respect of undertaking our obligations under the federal government’s Large-scale Renewable 
Energy Target. 

That will create a vehicle under which the state will own around 20 per cent and the private equity partner will 
own 80 per cent. The member for Bateman asked this question yesterday, and I can assure him that the asset will 
be operated by Synergy, not by the private equity partner; that is why it is called private equity. It will be operated 
by Synergy. Construction will hopefully begin next year. This is a very important decision by the government that 
will deliver on our LRET obligations and deliver a very, very good renewable energy asset for Western Australia. 
I want to emphasise the point that, despite the 20–80 split, because of the size of Warradarge wind farm, renewable 
energy assets on Synergy’s balance sheet will increase quite considerably as a result of this decision. 
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